AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.E.R. §1.111 
U.S. APPLICATION NO. 10/660,703 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (currently amended): A terminal device in a map distribution system, comprising: 

a communication unit configured to transmit information to an information center that 
distributes map information and to receive information from the information center; 

a map storing unit configured to store the map information received by the 
communication unit; aftd 

a control information storing unit configured to store control information associated with 
the map information stored in the map storing unit and r e c e ived by th e communication unit ; 

a communication control unit configured to control the communication unit to transmit 
the control information stored in the control information storing unit to the information center on 
prescribed times so as to receive latest control information transmitted from the information 
center; 

a control unit configured to rewrite the control information stored in the control 
information storing unit to the latest control information; and 

a map updating unit configured to determine that the map information stored in the map 
storing unit is to be updated when the map updating unit compares the map information stored in 
the information center and the map information stored in the map storing unit while referring to 
the control information stored in the control information storing unit and judges that the map 
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information stored in the information center is newer than the map information stored in the map 
information storing unit. 

wh e r e in th e control information is transmitt e d to th e information o e nt e r e very pr e scrib e d 

timings; 

th e communication unit r e c e iv e s lat e st control information which th e information c e nt e r 
transmits in r e spons e to th e transmitt e d control information; and 

th e control information stor e d in th e control information storing unit is r e writt e n to th e 
lat e st control information . 

2. (currently amended): The terminal device according to claim 1, wherein the control 
information includes information of update dates on which the map information was updated in 
the information cente r furth e r comprising: 

a map updating unit configur e d to updat e th e map information stor e d in th e map s toring 

vJCTTvj 

wh e r e in th e map updating unit r e f e r s to th e control information stor e d in th e control 
information storing unit to d e t e rmin e information includ e d in the map information to b e updat e d . 

3. (currently amended): The terminal device according to claim 1 , furth e r comprising a 
map updating unit for updating th e map information stored in th e map storing unit; wherein the 
map updating unit updates the map information onwith-a map update unit basis, the map update 
unit including at least one of ajninimum unit map group capable of being updated. 
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4. (currently amended): The terminal device according to claim 3, wherein the control 
i information controls the map information on each map update unit basis is administ e r e d with a 

fil e for each map updat e unit . 

5. (currently amended): A map distribution system, comprising: 

an information center that distributes map information stor e s th e lat e st map information ; 

and 

a terminal device including a communication unit configured to transmit information to 
the information center and to receive information from the information center , a map storing unit 
configured to store the map information received by the communication unit, and a control 
information storing unit configured to store control information associated with the map 
information stored in the map storing unit map storing unit; , 

wherein th e communication unit transmits information to th e information c e nt e r and 
r e c e iv e s information from th e information c e nt e r; 

th e map storing unit stor e s map information r e c e iv e d by th e communication unit; 
— th e control information storing unit stor e s control information associat e d with th e map 
information and r e c e iv e d by th e communication unit; 

the terminal device transmits the control information to the information center ev e ry on 
prescribed timings times,T 

the information center transmits the-latest control information to the terminal device in 
response to the control information transmitted from the terminal device^ and 
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the terminal device rewrites the control information stored in the control information 

storing unit to the latest control information , and updates the map information stored in the map 

storing unit with the map information obtained from the information center when the terminal 

device compares the map information stored in the information center and the map information 

stored in the map storing unit while referring to the control information stored in the control 

information storing unit and judges that the map information stored in the information center is 

newer than the map information stored in the map information storing unit . 

6. (canceled). 

7. (currently amended): An updating method of map control information for a terminal 
device in a map distribution system including a communication unit configured to transmit 
information to an information center that distributes map information and to receive information 
from the information center, a map storing unit configured to store the map information received 
by the communication unit, and a control information storing unit configured to store control 
information associated with the map information stored in the map storing unit transmitting 
syst e m, wh e rein th e t e rminal d e vic e compris es : a m e asuring unit for m e asuring and d e t e rmining 
th e curr e nt position of a vehicle, a communication unit for transmitting information to and 
r e c e iving information from an information c e nt e r, a map storing unit for storing map information 
r e ceiv e d by th e communication unit, and a control information storing unit for storing control 
information associat e d with th e map information r e c e iv e d by th e communication unit , the 
updating method comprising: 
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transmitting the control information stored in the control information storing unit to the 
information center eveFV-on p rescribed tkftiftg stimes^ 

receiving latest control information transmitted from the information cente r in response 
to the transmitting of the control information ; and 

rewriting the control information stored in the control information storing unit to the 
latest control information; 

comparing the map information stored in the information center and the map information 
stored in the map storing unit while referring to the control information stored in the control 
information storing unit and judging whether the map information stored in the information 
center is newer than the map information stored in the map information storing unit; and 

updating the map information stored in the map storing unit with the map information 
obtained from the information center when it is judged that the map information stored in the 
information center is newer than the map information stored in the map information storing unit . 
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